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About Ireland 
Ireland is an island east of Britain, with about 5 million 
people. 
 
Ireland’s economy is agricultural and includes tourism. 
 
Dublin is the capital of Ireland. 
 

English is spoken and Irish (Gaelic) is heard on the west-
ern seaboard  
 

Saint Patrick’s Day is celebrated on March 17th. 
March is Irish American Heritage Month. 
 

Celtic knots were decorative knots made by Celts. 
 
The Claddagh ring is a traditional ring given in friendship 
or worn as a wedding ring.  The design has two hands 
(friendship) clasping a heart (love), with a crown (loyalty).  
 
The legend of the Blarney stone in the Blarney Castle says 
if you kiss it, you will have the gift of “gab” or flattery. 
 

More than 1 million people died during The Irish Potato 
Famine, from 1845-1851.  Also,  1.5 million emigrated, 

many to America.  The “luck of the Irish” is a popular say-

ing because they have overcome many obstacles. 
 

Irish leprechauns, fairies and other “wee folk” are charac-
ters in Irish folklore.  Legend says that at the 

end of every rainbow is a leprechaun who 

can tell you where a pot of gold is located. 
 

A shamrock is a three-leafed white clover 
and a symbol of Ireland. 
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