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Objectives
• Expand the focus of Services to 

Hispanic/Latino populations
• Introduce a unique and significant 

segment of the Hispanic population
• Generate ideas for serving Tejano and 

3rd generation Hispanics
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Agenda
• Definitions
• Hispanic generations
• Tejano history & background
• Unique characteristics
• Implications for libraries
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Defining Generations
• 1st Generation

– Born outside the US
– Naturalized US citizens
– Legal or undocumented immigrants

• 2nd Generation
– Born in US with at least one foreign-born parent
– US citizens by birth

• 3rd Generation
– Born in US with both parents also born in US
– US citizens by birth
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Generational Growth 2000-2020

• Share of Hispanic 
Population

• 1st Generation
• 2nd Generation
• 3rd Generation

• 2000   2010   2020

• 40%    38%     34%
• 28%    32%     36%
• 32%    30%     30%
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Generations Becoming 
More Important

• Children of Latino immigrants (2nd

generation) represent ¼ of US labor 
force growth over next 20 years

• 2nd generation median age will 
increase from 12.8 to 17.2 years by 
2020

• Between 2000 and 2020 2nd generation 
Latinos in US schools will double
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The Overlooked Generation

• “I don’t want to complain. I’m very 
happy that the library is helping 
immigrants learn English and also 
helping them to live in this country. This 
is very important. But what about me? 
I don’t see the library doing anything 
special for me. We live here too.”

– Spoken by 3rd generation community leader and focus group 
participant 
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3rd Generation Hispanic—Age 

• 18-24

• 25-34

• 35-49

• 50+

• 16%

• 18%

• 28%

• 38%
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3rd Generation Hispanic—
Education 

• No formal school
• Less than HS
• HS Grad
• Some college
• 4 Years college
• Some or graduated 

graduate school

• 1%
• 19%
• 35%
• 30%
• 9%
• 7%



12/2/2010 Cuesta MultiCultural Consulting 10

3rd Generation Hispanic—
Income 

• Less than $24, 999
• $25K-$34,999
• $35K-$49,999
• $50K-$74,999
• $75K +

• 17%
• 11%
• 14%
• 22%
• 35%
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3rd Generation Hispanic--
Language

• At home
– 43% speak only English
– 41% speak mostly English but some Spanish 

• Outside home
– 46% speak only English
– 41% speak mostly English but some Spanish

• Prefer to speak
– 49% speak only English
– 35% speak mostly English but some Spanish
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Hispanics in Texas 
• Total Hispanic 

population in TX
• Percent of state 

Population
• Native-born Hispanics 
• Hispanic births as 

percent of all births in 
Texas

• Births to native-born 
Hispanics

• 8,816,000

• 36%

• 68%
• 46%

• 58%
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What is a Tejano?
• Descendant of Spanish & Mexican families 

that first inhabited Texas from late 1600s 
through late 1800s.

• Considered first families of Texas.
• Lived in area 150 years prior to Texas 

Revolution.
• Adds to the mix of names—Spaniards, 

Mexicans, Texas Mexicans, Hispanics, 
Latinos, Mexican Texans, Mexican 
Americans, Chicanos, Tejanos.
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History & Background
• Established first municipalities, missions, and presidios
• Developed the rancho system, horsemanship, round-ups and 

cattle drives
• Strong sense of community; brought Spanish concept of barrio
• The barrio was home and the neighborhood was family
• Patriotic committees organized official celebrations
• Teachers hired by each municipality
• Population impacted by many conflicts

– Mexican War of Independence 1810-1821
– Texas Revolution 1835-1836
– Mexican-American War 1846-1848
– Mexican Revolution 1910-1920

• Important to remember Texas is a former state of Mexico and 
a former Spanish province



12/2/2010 Cuesta MultiCultural Consulting 15

Tejanos in the US
• Tejano culture dominant in 32-county area 

in Texas
• Since 1800s Midwestern Migrant Stream has 

moved from southern Texas  northward in 
several directions

• Tejano culture and influence can be found 
in 
– Delaware, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, 

Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, North 
Dakota, Ohio, Washington, Wisconsin, and 
Wyoming
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Characteristics & Traditions
• Tejano music—distinctive type of regional music

– www.tejanomusicawards.com
– Ramiro Burr’s “Billboard Guide to Tejano & Regional Music”

and his syndicated column, “Latin Music Report
• www.ramiroburr.com

• “Tejano music brings happiness to one’s heart, energy to the 
body, and a spirit of pride in one’s history.” Donna Gamboa
at 4th Annual Tejano Conjunto Festival, Sacramento, CA

• Food
– Barbacoa de cabeza de vaca (cow’s head barbecue on 

Sunday mornings
– Cabrito al pastor (kid goat roasted on vertical spit)
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Characteristics & Traditions
• Folk religion

– Pilgrimages to sacred sites
• Virgen de San Juan del Valle (San Juan, TX)
• Grave of folk healer Don Pedro Jaramillo (Falfurrias, TX)

• Fiestas & Fairs
– Charreadas (Mexican rodeo)
– Catholic dramas

• Los Pastores (The Shepherd)celebrated in the barrios 
and in churches

– Tejano Conjunto Festival (San Antonio, TX)
– San Antonio has 18 regular Hispanic celebrations 

annually
– Washington’s Birthday Celebration (Laredo, TX)
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Characteristics & Traditions
• Family-centered lifestyle

– Family celebrations
• Quinceañeras and weddings

– Multiple generations living together
– Interest in maintaining Spanish language in 

children
– Strong belief in living geographically close to 

family
• Sports  

– American football, baseball, basketball preferred
– Seen as a way to socialize with friends and family
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Serving the Tejano and 3rd

Generation Hispanic
• Between 65-75% of US Hispanics speak English well 

or very well
• Hispanic culture and how they live their lives is what 

makes them different
– How they use their time
– What their family life is like
– What entertainment they prefer

• Tejanos are Americans holding on to a Mexican 
past. Observe both Mexican & American traditions

• Various degrees of acculturation
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Where to Start

• Get out into the community—
language is not an issue!

• Use Community Leader Interview 
process 

• Build relationships
• Participate in community fairs and 

festivals
• Build personal and cultural connection 

with library
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What Does This Mean For 
Libraries?

• Collections should reflect cultural identity
– Latino authors and biographies

• Latino Book & Family Festival (www.lbff.us)
• Las Comadres & Friends National Latino Book Club 

(www.lascomadres.org)
• Arte Público Press catalog

– Texas Mexican and Tejano history
– Bilingual children’s books
– Latino entertainment and sports figures
– Downloadable media 
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What Does This Mean For 
Libraries?

• Programming
– Tie-ins to local or cultural festivals, 

celebrations, and events (Tejano Music 
Awards, Latin Grammy Awards)

– Latino author and book fairs 
– Family caregiving
– Saving for retirement
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What Does This Mean For 
Libraries?

• Technology & Marketing
– 85% of native-born Latinos ages 16 or 

older go online
– 80% of native-born Latinos use cell phone 

for text, Internet, photos, videos, instant 
messaging, music

– Reach them at home through English & 
Spanish TV, radio, online

– Connect through work and neighbors



Questions, Comments, 
Ideas, Suggestions?

Yolanda J. Cuesta
MultiCultural Consulting

6648 Lake Park Drive
Sacramento, CA 95831

916-395-1688
916-203-6402 cell

yjcuesta@mindspring.com



Thank you!
¡Gracias!

Yolanda J. Cuesta
MultiCultural Consulting

6648 Lake Park Drive
Sacramento, CA 95831

916-395-1688
916-203-6402 cell

yjcuesta@mindspring.com


