Wham! Bang! Pow! The Maverick Graphic Novels Reading List

McNew:
Hello, and welcome to Wham! Bang! Pow! The Maverick Graphic Novels Reading List. My name is Christine McNew and I’m the new services consultant at the Texas State Library & Archives Commission. I will be the moderator of today’s session. Joining me are Kyla Hunt, library services consultant for the Texas State Library, who will be helping with technical questions. You may see her name in the chat box, and also joining us of course is WyLaina Hildreth, our presenter.

Hildreth:
Hi everybody. My name is WyLaina Hildreth and I am the senior librarian at the Denton Public Library North Branch. Today we’re going to be talking about Wham! Bang! Pow! The Maverick Graphic Novel Reading List. Okay, I hope everybody is having a good day. What we’re going to expect today is what makes a good graphic novel. How do you tell what’s appropriate for what age group? Where do you find reviews of good graphic novels, and some reader’s advisory? I know that several librarians throughout the state are a little nervous about having graphic novels in their libraries, and so I want to kind of dispel some of those apprehensions.
What we do at the Maverick Committee is we find what’s the best out there for grade six through twelve. A part of our mission is to encourage students to read a variety of different types of books, and we do that by selecting a wide list of genres, a wide list of age groups, and something that appeals for everybody from a reluctant reader to somebody who is very advanced in their reading level. And we choose books for the past two years. What I’m going to be showing you today are books from the 2011 list which was just released, and those books are from the years 2009 and 2010. So, they’re all recently published. If they have them published previously, they have to have a significant difference in them in order to be considered for the list and that’s the basic gist of the Maverick List. 
So, what makes a graphic novel good? Well, we look for things like formatting, text size, art work, color, panel sizes and overall, is it a good book? That’s still the basic gist of what we want. We still want something that’s good in quality material. “SilverFin” is an adaptation of a young James Bond graphic novel. I’m sorry—young James Bond novel and it’s very well done and it meets all of these criteria.
The first thing I want to show you guys today is formatting. Formatting is really important. It’s kind of like watching a movie on this page. Is the art sequential? And what we mean by sequential art is you can see at the bottom of the cover Stiches where he’s putting the pillow case on, and you can tell what happens in between each of these drawings, and that’s what you mean by sequential arts. There’s also an example that I’ve heard where a man has hit hat on in one panel, and in the next panel he has his hat off, and can you tell what happens in between when he has his hat on and when he has hit hat off? 
Does the picture tell you everything that you need to know, and do you see what the artist wants you to see? So, when we look at a panel from Stiches, you can tell that he’s drawing and he’s a little annoyed and that there’s a big sound coming out of the next room. But you can also tell that the—he’s used a lot of interesting lighting aspects in it. You can tell that the lamp is on in the room by the couch, and you can tell that he is on the floor drawing with some crayons. There’s also some very interesting layout to the room and this is a very simple drawing.
It’s not complicated. There’s not a lot of color to it. It’s just sort of there and that’s what makes this book really good, part of it is the formatting of this. The next thing we need to talk about is text size. Text size is very important. Not only do you not want something that’s too big on the page, you don’t want it to be too small. You want it to be able to be read. You want the text, if it’s even in a handwriting to be something that’s complete and not scratchy. You also don’t want it to overrun the page, and if the text doesn’t need to be there, why is it there?
So, we can take a look at this book “Smile”, and she has the narration at the top of the panel and so those are the words that are in the box area and then she’s got the verbal clouds. And so you can tell by the panels that she’s kind of going through—this is kind of her memoirs of her being in junior high. And so at the end, she stopped narrating but you can tell what happens at the end of the panel, and you can also tell that she’s very annoyed by the fact that her grandmother sent peanut butter which she can’t have because she has braces. 
Artwork is also incredibly important in this. If the artwork doesn’t make sense for the book, if it doesn’t match the story, if it doesn’t give the right feel to it then it’s not going to do what it means to do. The artwork and the words have to match. Do the colors work for the story? Does the art convey the information that it’s supposed to? And is the art sequential? And the reason why we want sequential art in the Maverick List is because we want these to be books. If the art’s not sequential, then it’s not a graphic novel.
It’s an illustrated book which can be beautiful as well. It’s just not what we’re looking for. There was one that we reviewed that was gorgeous and we loved it and it was “Howl” by Allen Ginsberg, but because it wasn’t sequential, it’s an illustrated poem and it doesn’t convey the graphic novel format that we need for the list. Missile Mouse is great with color. Full color panels, and it’s a science fiction book. And you can tell everything, and this is outlined in black, the characters, the weapons, even the little toys he’s got in his hand, but when you—when he turns it on, it does this ethereal kind of strange holographic type thing which you can actually tell that it doesn’t exist in this type of world.
It’s very—it’s a projection of something else but in the following panels, you can tell that there’s a little snake monster with an eyeball and he’s also outlined in black, so that’s actually something that’s really intangible in this book. Plus, I also love the colors, they’re very bright. And this book is one of the middle school, six to eighth grade books and the colors really appeal to that age group. 
And now we talk about color. Color is very important. Does it need to be used? Is the color something that overwhelms the reader? Does it represent something? And if the color’s not necessary for the story, why is it there? In “Foiled”, you can tell on the first panel, everybody is in this kind of bluish light and she is in grey. In the second panel, there’s a different set of people. They’re still blue and she’s still grey. And in the third panel it’s the same thing and in the fourth panel. So, when you look at this page, what are you getting from the artwork? You can also get it from the words, but what is the author trying to convey with this picture? 
Another thing that needs to be considered is the panel’s shapes and sizes. Does the artist use the panel layout well? Does your eye naturally go to the next panel, or are you confused? It’s very important to be able to read a book or a graphic novel and have a flow to it. Sometimes graphic novels don’t do that. There’s several graphic novels that I’ve read where I’ve had to start the page over again because I didn’t know where I was supposed to go next, and I got confused by the story because I read things out of order.
“Bayou” is one of the best colorful books that I’ve seen, but in graphic novels, you read just like you would a book. You read from left to right, top of the page to the bottom of the page. So, you can tell as you go along that she’s walking up the hill, and that she gets to the top of the hill, and somebody’s calling her name. And it’s very beautifully done, it’s very simple, but your eye naturally goes from the left to the right, from the top of the page to the bottom to the page and that’s very important. 
Another example of this is manga and this is the Japanese books. Now, they are written from right to left, from the top of the page to the bottom of the page and so sometimes it gets a little confusing. And if you’ve never read a Manga book before, I recommend that you go get one and just kind of read it. It’s very interesting, and it takes kind of a while to get used to, but once you get used to it, they’re very satisfying reads. This one is “Otomen” and you can tell that the—this picture is not very clear and I apologize, but you would do is you would read the big tall pane first, with the large picture of the boy, and then you would go to the top panel on the left, the middle panel, and the bottom panel. And if you open a Manga at the, where our traditional first page would be in America, it will say, you are reading this wrong. Please flip the book over and read it that way and so you actually do have to flip the book over and read it.

The overall thing about graphic novels is, is it a good book? Does it draw you in? Is it something that has a plot? Is there character development? Does the story even make sense? And this is a really good example, “Atomic Robo”, of this. This book is Volume Two in the series and we don’t have anything on the list that can’t stand alone. This book is fun, it’s adventurous. It’s got crazily tesla robots in it, and it’s one of those books that cant stand by itself, even though it has a cliffhanger, and even though it kind of starts in the middle of the story. It’s still—you pick it up quickly. There’s a good character developments. There’s a lot of things in it that are really great. We also have volumes three, four and—no, just three and four in the list as well, but those can also stand alone. 
So, what makes the book age appropriate? Well, we’ve divided our list into four separate sections. Middle school—and this is a good example of a middle school book. This is a graphic novel that is like the “choose your own adventure” novels that we’re out a while ago. You pick a path and you’d go for it and then you flip the page and it will tell you which page to go to next, and you can choose how you want to do it, and there’s time travel. There’s ice cream mix ups. There’s a whole bunch of crazy situations that come out of it. I think I spent probably about five hours on this book just playing with it. It was so much fun.

We have middle class which is for sixth grad through twelfth grade, so these books are going to be books that appeal to a wide audience. “Ghostopolis” is one of those that would do that. It talks about death, but it talks about it in kind of a fun way. There’s going between one world, our world, to the afterlife kind of world. They have to defeat the big bad guy, and it’s a really good book, but it would appeal to middle-schoolers.
The main character is, I think, in the sixth or seventh grade. He rides a dinosaur, but it also appeals to high-schoolers because of the concepts of death, and defeating the man of sorts. Then we have books for high‑schoolers. It is for grades nine through twelve. These are books that are going to be a bit more mature. This book that’s on your screen right now is actually a book about a girl who has a mental breakdown and has to go into a rehabilitation center where they also discovered that she has anorexia which she did not close to anyone.
And then we have adult for young adults. These books are adult books that are appealing to high-schoolers. And my absolute favorite from it was the “Zombie Survival Guide Recorded Attacks.” It’s kind of a strange look through history and what would happen if the Romans were taken over by zombies? What would happen if the Egyptians were taken over by zombies? What would happen if—and it’s just his crazy kind of world, but it’s a companion to the book “World War Z”, which is an adult fiction book, and it’s a companion to the nonfiction book “The Zombie Survival Guide.” And it’s also something that appeals, not only to the older high school crowd, because it’s kind of gory, weird, but also to an adult audience. 
So, how do we tell what’s age appropriate? Well, middle school has the middle school of humor and situations and the concepts and understandings are for those who are younger. “Amelia Earhart” This Broad Ocean” has a character who is a young girl, probably middle school age. It doesn’t disclose her age who is putting out a newspaper for her town. And Amelia Earhart happens to come in to our town when she’s ready to make a flight across the Atlantic, and so you can see the girl running across on this first top panel and then in the bottom panel, but the the questions that she asks are very young. 
The things that she wants to understand are for a younger audience. They’re not things that a high-schooler would ever think to ask because they know the answers but it’s beautifully done. Middle school plus is going to be—the humor is a little more sophisticated. It’s for ages six through twelve. “Mr. Stuffins” was an absolute favorite of the group and it will be book talked at TLA this year and we kind of had an argument over who was going to get to do it because we all loved it so much. This teddy bear is a secret agent, and so they have in this first panel you can see kind of a bear—the bear has a gun which is completely ironic, but very funny. And the mom think it’s just a toy, and the bear’s pointing the gun at her and it’s—you can tell it’s one of those guns with the little Nerf balls in it. It’s not going to hurt her if he shoots it, but it’s just a hilarious situation that this kid has this bear and he’s pointing a gun at his mother because he thinks the mother’s going to attack him which is no, she’s just trying to get him ready for school. But everybody wants a secret agent bear. High school is appropriate for grades nine through twelve. The humor is more sophisticated and for teens, the concepts are a little more sophisticated.

“Mr. Mendoza’s Paintbrush” is one that’s for an older audience. It has that very large suspension of disbelief in it. There’s some very definite cultural aspects to it that the audience seems to have an understanding of before they pick up the book, but it’s wonderful and this is one of my favorite pages because you can tell the donkey—his head is actually kind of coming out of the panel, which I think it’s beautifully done. And you can see the storm kind of rolling in and how it kind of feels and everything. It’s a wordless page, but it’s so lovely. And you have to have the patience enough to look at every panel, which is one of the reasons why we chose this for high school. Because if you don’t have the patience for that, if you’re just flipping pages just to see what happens next, you’re going to miss a whole lot of what is coming.
The adult for young adult are books that are appropriate for an adult audience. Even the publishers say these books are appropriate for an adult audience. But the concepts and things might appeal to an older teen audience. “Groom Lake” is a great example of this. The alien on the front is smoking two cigarettes. In the book he can’t die from cigarette smoke, so he just does whatever he wants because he thinks it’s fun. There’s also alien abductions. There’s two ET type creatures in this. There’s a guy who’s searching for his father who was abducted by aliens, and then they did all experiments on them and he died in the first three pages. He actually kind of blew up and you see it and it’s very graphic, but it’s an excellent book and this is another good example of color and also text work with the word bubbles. How the aliens have the crazy kind of blue word bubbles and we have the normal ones as humans. 
Some review sources for librarians, I put together a sheet for you guys to view, and I wanted to kind of go through some of these things that I happen to use when I’m looking for things to read, when I’m looking for things to purchase and looking for things to recommends to people, and I’m going to have a link for this at the end of the slide show.
One of my absolute favorite ones is “Graphic Novel Reporter.” They—it’s a website that’s written and put together for librarians and for library staff. They talk about curriculum. They talk about—they have authors who come in and do interviews. They talk about how graphic novels—what’s popular, what’s not—what has good reviews, what should be in your core collection and it’s just great and they also have an email that they will send you weekly about what’s coming out, what’s new, what’s good. And they have a listing of things that are coming out for the week, so which I find really nice and helpful.
“Publishers Weekly” also has a very good website for getting reviews and it’s just publishersweekly.com, and you can click on reviews. Generally, they put their adults’ reviews under graphic novels and some sort of high school sometimes. The children’s, you have to go through their children’s reviews to get them, and that’s kind of annoying, but they do have the reviews there. They are accessible and they’re really—they are nice reviews. I like Publishers Weekly. 
The next one is “Diamond Bookshelf”, and Diamond “Bookshelf” actually compiles the reviews for you. When you go to their website, you can click on which age group you want, and they also do children which is really nice like younger children’s. And it will give you of the cover of the book, and then it’ll show you all the reviews for the book, so it’s a really nice condensed way to pick stuff that’s really popular. And they have them for all ages as well. 
“No Flying No Tights” is a great website. It’s for all ages and it’s noflyingnotights.com, and like I said, I have a list for you on a very simple sheet at the end. It’s an older website. It’s not being updated quite as often as I think it should be, but they have a blog that gets updated a lot. They do reviews and it’s a couple of librarians who work a lot with teens and they have their teens do the reviews, which I like, because then you’ll actually know what the teens like and what they don’t like instead of somebody just trying to guess. 
There’s also “Library Journal.” They have reviews for all ages. They kind of go more towards the adults and high school kind of levels, but then School Library Journal has reviews for K through12, and so both of those are really good.
For other graphic novels, I use a lot of blogs. When I do—when I’m looking for things to buy. And I know blogs are not necessarily considered a legitimate review source, but I think it’s kind of an honest way to get a review of a book. It may not be from a professional source, but at least it’s somebody who enjoys the media—the medium and can actually tell you why or why they don’t like it. 
“Comics Alliance” is—oh, I guess I should start top of the list. “Graphic Novel Review” is a really good one. They’ve got reviews for all ages and it is a blog, so they just read whatever they wants but at the same time, they can get stuff that the major publishers don’t send to the normal review sources like School Library Journal and Publishers Weekly. 
“Comics Worth Reading” is another one that I absolutely love because they’re honest about what they read their, and the reviews and when you read a review in a journal, it’s very short. When you read a review in a blog, it can be incredibly long, incredibly short. It’s just whatever they want to say about, which I find absolutely refreshing, because they’re going to give me all of the information they want to give be and not be limited by a word limit. 
The “Comics Alliance” is actually an organization that a couple of members belong to—our committee members and it includes reviews for all ages. It has reviews of web comics, links to web comics which is something that teens are actually really interested in right now, so it’s comic review and published on the web, not necessarily in a graphic novel format; although, some of them do get published that way. It’s got interesting kind of geeky comic book culture. They a have stuff about Comic Con on there, so there’s a lot of different aspects that comic Comics Alliance covers. 
And then there’s also “Team Read’s” which is teamread.com. And again it’s, reviews done by teens which I just, I absolutely love. And it’s for six to twelve grades, and you can also sign up for a newsletter and that’s also a good fiction type books too because they do everything, not just graphic novels. So, I really enjoy those things as well. There’s some other graphic novel resources that we use and we enjoy as a committee. ALA’s great graphic novel for teens. They come out with this at their, I believe, the mid—I’m sorry, mid-winter meeting and it’s a good. It’s a great list. It’s—they also have a kind of an annotated bibliography that goes with them which the Maverick’s do too. 
We put ours out as age. We divided ours out for age because we know that that’s really important. If you’re teaching six grade, or if you’re in a middle school library, you’re not going to want the adult for young adult books. You’re just going to want the books that are appropriate for your audience or appropriate for you community. And so ALA is great graphic novels for teens. They don’t divide it up. It is an exceptionally good list. They have a lot of really enjoyable, wonderful rev when I was on there, but you do have to be careful that you’re getting things that you’re getting things that are appropriate for your audience. 
And with the Mavericks, we want you to use this as a list that you can really utilize to put good things in your collection, but we also realize that not every book on the list is going to be for every single library, and so we don’t want you to buy the whole list. We want you to buy what’s appropriate for you and your community. Another great graphic novel award is the Eisner Award. This is an industry award, so these are the things that have come out in the year that the comic book industry and the graphic novel industry thinks are incredibly good.
Several things that have been or our list. Lock and key which was on the list last year. There’s been a couple of gaming books on there. There’s been a couple of different things have won Eisner Awards. And they divide their works out by artwork and plot and so it’s not just is this a good book? Yes. it’s, what about it is excellent and it’s and incredibly, if you won that award it’s you’re, really good. 
Harvey Awards is another and it’s, again an industry award. And they, they divide their stuff by sections as well so it’s you know, art work and color and you know, panels and different things like that. But they both have websites. The Eisner Awards are given out at Comic Con every year so that’s in the spring and that’s the San Diego Comic Con, I believe it is, and in California. I know it’s in California, but that’s only that’s giving on at that time. 
So, let’s talk about some reader’s advisory. You bought the list, it’s fabulous, and now you don’t know what to give people. Well, we try to have a variety of different things for different audience members. 
We have some nonfiction on the list this year. We have some biographies. Anne Frank is an incredibly good biography. It goes beyond the diary, and it’s issued by the Anne Frank House, so they actually had a say in what they talked about, what they didn’t talked about, and how they portrayed her and her family. Was it correct? And so, we really enjoyed this book for it’s historical accuracy and for it’s illustrations and everything else. 
We also have Johnny Cash “I See A Darkness” which was an incredibly good book. Black and white illustrations, biographical in nature, and it doesn’t gloss over any of the things that he did. Any of the crazy antiques, the drinking, the drug use, the, the affairs, it tells it straight out. 
We also have books on concepts. “Logical Mix” is a book that’s about math. It’s also biography about this gentleman, but it’s about math. And I’ll be honest, I didn’t understand the parts about math, but the plot line was incredibly good, and I did enjoyed the biographical aspects of it, so even though I couldn’t really get the math part, I did get the other parts. And the math people in the group absolutely loved it. So, that was really enjoyable. 
We also have Charles Darwin’s on the “Origin of Species” which is a very good adaptation of his work with beautiful drawings and it’s a little dense, but for those who enjoy science and nature and things like that or who have to read on the “Origin of Species” and just cant get through it, this is really a good one. 
We have historical books. “The Terrible Accident of New Orleans” is a story of an axe man who terrified New Orleans. He would go in the people’s bedrooms and chop their heads off. And it’s—although gruesome, it is very good, and I think we’ve put that on the middle school plus side because the middle school librarians thought that their kids would just love it. It was a bit gruesome. 
We also have historical fiction books. For those who like historical fiction, “City of Spies” is a great one. World War II and everybody was looking for spies, and this two kids think that they’ve found one, so they followed this guy around to try to see where he’s going, what he’s doing and it’s a very good book for that. And I always like the books where the kids are right and they win, and they don’t have to use the adults very much. The adults were in here. The adults were always there. 
The adults are right behind them every step of the way but it’s, they figure some stuff out of their own which I like. “X Men Magneto Testament” is an incredibly accurate book about the Jewish population in Germany during World War II. They go through the ghettos. They go through the, the camps. It’s graphic. It’s incredibly good. It’s very historically accurate. It does revolve around Magneto, but Magneto doesn’t have his powers yet, so it’s just him doing all of these things with these other people who were in this horrible situation, and there’s a teacher’s guide in the back, and some different stories about artists during that time and it was very good.
“Solomon’s Themes” is also a historical book. There’s sword fighting. There’s a thievery. There’s some crazy things that go on in this book. It’s about the Spanish Inquisition period. And then we have “AD New Orleans: After The Deluge: which is about hurricane Katrina. And if you notice the five panels on the bottom of the cover, there are five different stories that are in this book. It’s a book of interviews that the author did with these people. And it covers what happened during the hurricane, what happened after the hurricane, people who stayed, people who left, and how do you rebuild that life and it is a fictional book. We also have some realistic fiction. “The Amelia Rules The Tweenage Guide to Not Being Unpopular” and it’s—she get herself into trouble a lot. If you’re familiar with the Amelia Rules book series and entire series of them, this is one of the newest ones, and it was cute, it was fun, it’s for a younger audience. So, probably sixth, seventh to eighth grade. We also have the “Big Con” which is a book about a father who lies to his family. He’s a con artist and it’s one of the adult—the young adult books but it—we thought it would appeal so well to high-schoolers. 
So that’s why we chose that one. We also have some science fiction on the list. We have “Robot City Adventures” which is for younger, more reluctant reader type audience. It’s kind of steam punky with the—everything is kind of robotic and strange and—but kind of futuristic while being in the past so we really like that one. And there’s a game that has been into a graphic novel and the one, one of them that we read was called “Battle School” and it was incredibly good. The artwork is really interesting for those who don’t want to read the book, or can’t read the book, or just need a little introduction to book, this is a good one.
We also have the “Chimpanzee Complex” about space travel. And we have—it’s astronauts who come back claiming that they’re Neil Armstrong and they’re not because Neil Armstrong is here on earth, so who are they? And so it’s really a very interesting concept with that one. “Orbital” is one that’s about two—it’s space travel, and the first book is as introduction of this world where like you become partners with someone, and so like one of you is the navigator and one of you is the pilot, but you’re responsible for each other it’s—and these two people on the cover—the humans overtook this other race and how does she deal with that. It’s really good. 
Lots of fantasy “Calamity Jack” which the sequel to “Rapunzel’s Revenge.” We have “Pinocchio Vampire Slayer” which was another one of my favorites. He tells a lie and can slay the vampires with his nose which I find it extremely funny. We have “Rain Camp” which is these two kids go to summer camp—are forced to go to summer camp, and the summer camp makes them extremely smart, but then some weird things are happening, and it’s very strange, and they don’t know what’s going on, so they have to figure it out and save the entire camp.
“Beasts of Burden”, these animals—it’s kind of a paranormal type situation where these animals go around and they solve these paranormal mysteries. And it’s actually, all of these dogs and then they let the cat tag along. They kind of like the cat, but they say it’s more because they have to. We also have some romance, “Honey Hunt.” It’s a manga. It’s very cute. We have Mercury. This can also be a fantasy book, but it’s got this great romantic tight feel to it which really wonderful and if you notice here the some that’s coming off turns into birds. Turns into a girl’s face. There’s a lot of good interesting things on this book. 
And then “The Dreamer The Consequence of Nathan Hale”, the cover threw me a bit. I thought it was a little risqué, but the book is really, really good and, but I’ve really enjoyed this one. This is one of my absolute favorite books, even though the cover it’s no what I thought it would be. We do have some adventure books. “Trickster, The Stuff of Legends” about—“The Stuff of Legend” was really good. Also has some teddy bears and toys in it, but these go through the closet to get the boogieman who had stolen their human boy. And when they go through the door, they turn into real animals, so the teddy bear turns into this gigantic grizzly bear and it’s really good. 
“The Odyssey” by Gareth Hinds—incredibly done. It—we loved it because of the artwork. The storyline was really good. It actually explained a lot things to me that I hadn’t gotten when I read the epic poem in high school, so I really enjoyed reading this one and finally having those kind of moments and, of course, the superheroes.

You can’t have graphic novels without including superheroes, so we have the “Invincible Ironman” which Ironman is a huge franchise right now with the movies coming out and all of the things that are happening with it. This is a really good version of this. Sometimes you kind of get lost in the universal of superheroes, but like I said, all of these books can stand alone. This book—I really wanted to read the sequel to it because it just was so good. We also have “X Men Misfits.” This one is made to look like a manga, but you don’t have to read it backwards. You read it just like you would a normal American book and it’s got a love triangle in it, but it’s the X Men, so it’s about the students at the school and not necessarily about the X Men universe, per se, so it has some of the characters in it.
The main X Men characters, but mostly it’s about these three students. “Wolverine Noir”, it’s actually a noir book with wolverine as the main character, so he owns a private detective agency. And then we have “Batwoman Elegy”, this one was incredibly good, lots of twist and turns, lots of interesting artwork that I absolutely enjoyed. And I think it’s time now for questions.
McNew:
Hi WyLaina.

Hildreth:
Hello.

McNew:
Hello. We do have a few questions, so I’ll read them to you and you just answer them as you like. Here we go. First of all, a question from Maggie, what grades do you consider middle school?

Hildreth:
The committee considers middle school as sixth through eighth grade, so and these books can go a little bit lower, maybe fifth grade to ninth grade but we consider the middle school—we have a few middle school teachers, and junior high teachers on the committee and they were like, that has to be sixth to eighth grade, so that’s kind of our concrete area for that.

McNew:
Okay, and here’s another one. It says, how can I find good graphic novels for chapter book readers?
Hildreth:
Some of the review sources for graphic novels that are on the next slide that I have here.

McNew:
I’ll just go ahead and do that.

Hildreth:
The resources, that PDF file, the No Flying No Tights has some good ones on there. Graphic Novel Reporter has some good ones on there. And there are, there are things that you probably already know about like [inaudible 0:46:39.5]. And there are, are wonderful books that are coming out for younger ones that are Max Axiom which is a, a series of books. There’s the—there’s lots of good things you just have to kind of know where to look and I would start with Diamond Bookshelf, Graphic Novel Reporter, School Library Journal and that’s the three that I would go to first. and then if you can pick up some publishers and go to their websites then that would be good too.
McNew:
Okay, and here’s one from Mark. Do you avoid obtaining anything from Marvel or DC?

Hildreth:
No, we actually love Marvel and DC. The problem is sometimes they don’t republish things, or they don’t publish enough that we can actually get them, or the graphic novels don’t stand alone very well. A lot of the superhero ones that we did are Marvel, I believe, and they also published the “Enders Game” and a couple of others. We also had a hard time trying to find some of the books that we wanted to read just because not a lot of libraries had them, and so we were trying to inter library learn things and try to pass things around. And so it just because they put out so much, it’s hard to read everything. Well, just—I hope that answers the question.

McNew:
Okay, and Sheryl asks, are all of the books you are talking about on one list?

Hildreth:
Yes, they are. They’re all in the, The Maverick Graphic Novel List for 2011 which is on the Maverick Graphic Novel website, and I believe Kyla put a link up on the chat box and it’s www.txla.org/groups/maverick, and you can find this year’s list and last year’s list.
McNew:
Okay, now here’s a question from Roseanne. I served kids birth, from birth through 18 years. I have begun a small juvenile graphic novel collection with my first graphic novel series, and some kids’ DC Comic graphic novels. Any future webinars on juvenile graphic novel collection development? I really enjoyed this one. I learned so much. Well, actually Roseanne, we don’t have any scheduled at this moment but there are some that are archived. I’ll send you the link to that, and I would certainly love to have WyLaina or whoever is the chair of the next Maverick Committee, do another webinar on the next list.

Hildreth:
Okay. Also TLA does a lot of kind of things like that at the conference so you might check that out as well. We’re going to have a graphic novels pavilion. So, if you’re available to go to conference, that may be a good, good thing to do.

McNew:
Yes, absolutely. I have a couple more questions here and I want to encourage anyone out there who has a question for WyLaina to chat it in in the questions box. So, here’s the next one, from Diane, if I wanted to be on the Maverick Selection Committee, should I write my reviews on the application based on your selection criteria?

Hildreth:
Well, yes and no. We have the selection criteria which was determined by a small committee in yard working together. It’s important that you under, that a committee member understands why we have those selection criteria, but at the same time you can’t stop yourself from thinking other things. There—we don’t use—our graphic novels we don’t promote as curriculum based, but there are several on the list that we got really excited about because you could use it as a curriculum type thing.
So, when you apply to be on the Maverick Committee, you can write in those things, but you have to have the understanding of that these are the rules that we kind of go by, so it’s kind of up to you. I always promote being yourself on that application because it kind of puts through a lot more than you think if you just, if you write what you want, you write what you know. So, you’ll get a lot of good personality inside into somebody from those applications.
McNew:
Okay, thank you. Now Karen asks, are the publishers improving binding at all? There seems to be some graphic novels that fall apart so quickly. Is any publisher better with bindings?

Hildreth:
Well, no. Not necessarily. If you can buy a book in hardback, I normally recommend to do that. We got several this year that were in hardback, “Amelia Earhart”, “Lola”, “Gunnerkrigg Court.” So, if you can buy it in hardback, they tend to last a little bit longer. Some of them that don’t come in hardback, I know that there are several places, jobbers who will bind it for you. BWI and Baker & Taylor sometimes have those types of options. But as far as the binding goes, no they’re kind of—the glue doesn’t always work with the paperbacks, so you just have to kind of look at that when you purchase.

McNew:
All right. And here’s a Question from Jennifer. I was interested in the look of the “Ulysses” graphic novel. Is there an Iliad? How about other classics as graphic novels?

Hildreth:
We actually have several classics on the list and, like I said, the artwork has to kind of match the story and with the Odyssey, they did a whole watercolor type thing that was absolutely gorgeous. And if you can get your hands on that book, you should read it because it’s incredible. Gareth Hinds has a lot of really good adaptations. He did “Beowulf”, he did all sorts of other ones. There’s also a Shakespeare book—series of books that have come out where they have done Shakespeare. I think it’s called “Graphic Shakespeare.” 
And then we have this whole series of Sherlock Holmes books that are coming out, which there is one on the list this year and one of the list last year, last year was “The Hound of the Baskervilles” and this one is “A Study in Scarlet.” So there are several different things that are coming out. We also have some mythology on the list but, like I said, it’s really important for the artwork to match the story, so just because it’s historical or just because it’s an adaptation, doesn’t necessarily make it a good graphic novel. It has to really be kind of the complete package.
McNew:
Okay. Someone has asked if they will be able to access the PowerPoint presentation. I wanted to just tell them yes. It will be included along with the archive webinar and you will receive a link to it in two or three days. There are a few more questions here.
Hildreth:
Okay.

McNew:
From Kendra, do you include a set number of books on the Maverick list like Blue Bonnet and Lone Star do or do you have as many as you want like Tashas [ph 0:54:33.8]?
Hildreth:
We have as many as we want. The list—the nomination list this year was-- I want to say 105. It may have been 102. And then we—at our meeting, we sitting up in a tiny room and we voted on which one’s we wanted on the final list and we got that down to 67, because we’re choosing the best ones because we want to provide a comprehensive list. Our main goal is to make sure that we have covered our genres, make sure we’ve covered our reluctant readers, and make sure that we’ve covered and entire wide range of people that librarians will work with.
McNew:
Okay, that sounds great. Here’s another question for you and it is from Denise. Do you take nudity or bad language into consideration when excluding a graphic novel from the list?
Hildreth:
No. We tend to place those more into the adult for YA, or into the older high school books. If it’s—we do discuss those things though. It’s—is the nudity appropriate? Is the cursing appropriate? Sometimes it is. Sometimes it’s used to get that message across, whatever the author wants to say or whatever the artist wants to say. There’s one that is—at this incredible book, very intense book called “Cuba My Revolution” and it’s on the list, and it has a birthing scene in it. And it’s so well done that we couldn’t exclude it for that reason, and it’s an incredible book. And if you can look at that one, that’s a good one, but we also put that one in the adult titles for young adult because we know that that’s not generally what people necessarily pick up a graphic novel and look for.
McNew:
Thank you WyLaina. I’d like to say that it’s 11 o’clock. We would end now, and there are a few more questions. And what I’d like to do is say to you thank you for attending. If you must logout now, please go ahead. We will send a—there will be an archive of this webinar and we will also have the questions. We will have a transcript that includes the questions, and everyone who registered will receive a link to the archive in two or three days. And as you exit, there will be a pop up survey. We encourage you to answer that few questions please.
To exit this webinar you can click on “file” and “exit” and leave webinar. I’d like to go ahead and continue, just a few more questions. Those of you that must leave, please feel free. If you can stay a few minutes, I hope that you will just stay a couple more while we answer these next few questions. And here it is, from Mark, we had another complaint about Eisner’s “Contract with God.” We had it on the shelf for adults, but she didn’t think it needed to be in the library at all. How do you deal with such complaints?

Hildreth:
Well, we have a very specific way to do so at my library which is this form that they have to fill out, and if they don’t fill it all out then ask them if they read the whole thing and it just kind of depends on the person. Sometimes people just want to complain about something and sometimes they don’t. We want—we put together a committee. When something is challenged, we put together a committee. We all read the book. We come up with an answer together. 
We send it to our director. She approves the answer, or not, or ask us to reconsider. Generally, she approves the answer because it’s a group of five people that she trusts to make a good decision. It just depends on the type of library that you work out and the type of person complaining, I guess. I don’t see the difference between a graphic novel with things like that in it and a movie, a rated R movie, or a piece of fiction that’s on the adult’s shelf. There are books out there that are very graphic. Stephen King is very graphic. High school reads that all the time. Zane is very graphic, so there are—I don’t see the—in my personal opinion, I don’t see the difference in those books. I would handle that as I would handle any challenge from any person.
McNew:
Okay, and Deborah asked what novels are best for fifth and sixth graders? I think the list is divided by age group, right?

Hildreth:
It is. The titles for sixth to eighth grade, there are couple on there that would be good for a younger audience. “The Robot City Adventures”, “The Amelia Rules”, “Calamity Jack” would be good. “Missile Mouse” would be good. “Memoir” would be good. “Amelia Earhart” would be good. “Lola” would be good. It’s kind of a suspense book, but so there are several things that could go younger. But these books really kind of do a wide range of things, and my best advice is just to pick up a couple of books and read them and see kind of what you think.
McNew:
Now, WyLaina The Maverick Graphic Novels List does not include books for ages three to six year olds.

Hildreth:
No.

McNew:
But I have a question here that says what are the best novels, and I assume she means graphic novels, for children ages three to six? Do you know of a resource for locating graphic novels for very young children?

Hildreth:
Well, you can use the “Diamond Bookshelf.” You can use the “School Library Journal.” Except “School Library Journal” normally covers school age. Off the top of the top of my head, I can’t think of any that will be appropriate for a three year old to a six year old. There are some beginning reader books that have come out recently published with some superhero characters in them. Spiderman, Wonderwoman but I don’t know of any graphic novels for that age group. But I would go to some of the publisher websites, go to—and then your jobber might have some.
McNew:
Okay.

Hildreth:
Some things wherever you order your books, they may have some advice for you.

McNew:
And that same answer would really apply to third through sixth graders or early elementary, you would say the same thing?

Hildreth:
Yes.

McNew:
Okay, very good. Well, thank you so much WyLaina. Your webinar was extremely informative, and I want to thank you for preparing this, for presenting today. We’ve already received a lot of comments about how much people who attended enjoyed it. And I want to thank everyone for attending this webinar and, again, everyone who registered and attended will receive a link in two or three days to an archive of the webinar. The PowerPoint and resource handout will also be there along with a transcript that will include questions and answers.
To exit this webinar, click on “file” and “exit” and leave webinar, or simply close your window and please reply to the short exit survey that will pop up when you leave the webinar. And thank you all again for attending this morning.
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